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Background
 Problem Statement: 

 To define and locate areas of poverty in Alachua 
County. Defining poverty is a complex task as different 
meanings are applied to the term and it depends on 
many factors.  

 Justification:
 For our purposes, poverty is first defined by poverty 

status of families in 1999. For example, the poverty 
threshold in that year for a family of four based on 
Federal Poverty Levels was $16,700. Poverty status was 
used to create a geospatial distribution of concentrated 
areas of families in poverty so that demographic 
information and accessibility to services could then be 
applied displayed in those areas.



Scope and Characteristics of 
Alachua County
 Area: 969.12 square miles; 

9.8% of which is water
 Population in 2000: 217,955
 Population Density: 249.31 

per square mile
 Avg. Family Size: 2.94
 Has a poverty rate of 22.8% 

which is higher than the 
state of Florida poverty rate 
of 12.5% (The 2000 U.S. 
Consensus Report)

 Home to the oldest and 
largest University in the 
State of Florida



Objectives
 To identify:

1. Economic Indicator

2. Socio-Demographic Indicator

3. Vulnerability Indicator





Objective 1: Economic Indicator
 To identify where are the poor:

1. Determine the percent of total family population 
below the poverty level in 1999 based on the poverty 
status table.

 Criteria:

 Poverty Status of Families in 1999







Objective 1: Economic Indicator
 To identify where are the poor:

2. Determine the housing conditions of the areas with 
the highest concentration of poverty.

 Criteria:

 Substandard Housing







Objective 1: Economic Indicator
 To identify where are the poor:

3. Determine the schools which have the highest 
percentage of students that receive free and reduced 
lunches

 Criteria:

 Lunch Aid Layer







Objective 2: Socio-Demographic 
Indicator
 To identify who are the poor:

1. Examine the spatial distribution of racial groups 
within Alachua County

2. Examine the geographic location of groups that are 
commonly associated with poverty (such as the 
elderly and single mothers)



















Census blocks highlighted by selection indicate areas in which 
people over the age of 65 constitute a majority of the population. 



Areas selected are those in which the median age is less than or equal to 18 
years of age. In short, these areas have high youth populations.



Objective 2: Socio-Demographic 
Indicator Continued
 To identify who are the poor:

3. Determine the areas of Alachua County having the 
highest rates of renters in relation to the where the 
student population is.

4. Examine where the highest densities households in 
Alachua County reside.

5. Examine the areas most assisted by the State Housing 
Initiative Program (S.H.I.P)



�The large population of UF students 
skew renter occupied data due to an 
overwhelming percentage of these 
students being annual renters.

�Approximately 86% of these students 
meet poverty guideline requirements.

Renter Occupied vs. Students



�Approximately 24% of Alachua 
County population considered 
impoverished

�When removing students this # 
drops to approximately 13.9%, much 
close to the National Average.

�Is the UF community the source of 
the problem or a potential solution?

�Should students who meet poverty 
guidelines be included in this data?

Renter Occupied vs. Students



� Higher density family units can be 
seen on the outskirts of Gainesville.

�The areas of Hawthorne and East 
Gainesville as well as the Northwest 
Quadrant of Alachua County have 
higher densities per household 
(Alachua/ High Springs).

Household Size by Census Block



�S. H. I. P. is a program through 
which the state of Florida 
channels funds to counties and 
municipalities across the state for 
the purpose of enabling increased 
numbers of eligible individuals 
and families to enjoy 
homeownership.

�Down Payment Assistance 
Program.

State Housing Initiative Program



S.H.I.P. Income Guidelines 2009



Objective 3: Vulnerability Indicator
 To identify what is the poor�s access to services:

1. Determine the location of assistance services and any 
tax parcels that are within one mile of these services.

� Assisted Rental Housing

� Assisted Food Services

� Medicaid Providers

� Bus Routes & Stops

2. Determine the location of assistance services in 
relation to where the poor are.















Alachua Assistance Services



Alachua Poor and Assistance Services



Objective 3: Vulnerability Indicator
 To identify what is the poor�s access to services:

3. What basic, usable amenities are available?

4. Where are these amenities located?

5. Can these amenities be easily accessed?

6. Are the locations adequate?

7. Is it possible to make these amenities more 
accessible?





Methodology continued
 Decide what to include in amenities category

 Factors: Free, cheap, necessary, beneficial, morale
 RTS, pools, lakes, thrift stores, religious centers, parks, trails

 Selection: Check the attributes
 Not all of the usable amenities are accessible

 University libraries, apartment pools



Some Alachua County Amenities 









Conclusions
 The highest concentration of the poor are primarily 

located in East Gainesville and around the University 
of Florida. (Numbers around the University are 
skewed due to student population)

 Areas with high concentrations of poverty tend to 
feature higher concentrations of African-Americans 
(and other minorities), the elderly, single mothers, 
and youths. 



Conclusions continued
 The poor are located in areas that have access to 

assisted services such as rental housing, food services, 
and Medicaid providers. The areas with the highest 
concentration of poverty have access to RTS bus 
routes.

 The highest density of amenities are located in 
Gainesville.




